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The Freedom 22 Foundation has focused many of its resources on improving outcomes for families in divorce and other crises and transitions.  It has sought to address what it saw as three challenging deficiencies in this field: 
· the want of free high-quality resources to help parents in family crises to focus on children’s needs, 
· the need for comprehensively cooperative systems of family law to help courts and professionals better serve the interests of families in crisis, and 
· the failure of family law systems to give spouses in troubled marriages the option of a planned separation and examination of reconciliation options.    

The Freedom 22 Foundation has sought to answer these deficiencies with three initiatives.  

1. Offering UpToParents.org and ProudToParent.org to help parents in divorce and paternity cases to build good co-parenting partnerships (see Sample for an example of parents’ finished work from UpToParents.org). 

2. Consulting with courts, bar associations, and other professional groups to build comprehensively cooperative systems of family law that support safety, reduce conflict, build cooperation, and protect the children and healthy relationships in families.          

3. Creating WhileWeHeal.org and NoDivorceToday.org to help separated spouses focus on their mutual interests, respond constructively to their children’s needs, and preserve their opportunity to restore their marriage in the future should they choose to do so.
This article introduces these resources and explains how they can be implemented by courts, attorneys, mediators, co-parenting educators, and other family professionals to the substantial benefit of families.
I: UpToParents.org and ProudToParent.org in Divorce and Paternity Cases 

Experience teaches that the interests of children can quickly become lost in the hurt, anger, fear, and competition common when parents separate.  Conversely, and fortunately, all family members are typically helped when parents focus on their children’s needs and, where possible, forge a partnership to meet those needs.

Indiana attorney and counselor Patrick Brown has captured the hope of this child focus in a remarkable observation: “Parents who agree on one thing will agree on everything, if that one thing is, ‘What do we want our children to look like when they’re 25?’”  This is our experience as well—when parents serve their children’s best interests (including by building a peaceful, predictable, and respectful co-parenting relationship), they cannot help but serve their own best interests as well.

The award-winning
 personalized and interactive websites UpToParents.org (for use in divorce cases) and ProudToParent.org (for use in paternity cases) afford parents a uniquely engaging opportunity to consider and meet their children’s specific needs in times of crisis.  Parents can take advantage of this opportunity without cost and at whatever time and speed they wish, and while away from each other and any distracting forensic experience.  

Professionals are encouraged to sign up at UpToParents.org as hypothetical parents in divorce.  Just a few minutes sampling the workings of the website can convey the power to focus parents’ attention on children and future instead of grievances and the past.  We encourage you to visit both the “Parents Corner” and “Professionals Corner” links for more information and resources that can benefit you and the families you serve.
The “Professionals Corner” link of UpToParents.org includes short articles on the easy and effective use of these websites in a variety of settings.

1. For early use in all divorce and paternity cases, click HERE.

2. As parents’ preparation for mediation, click HERE.

3. Collaborative attorneys’ use of the websites, click HERE.

4. Collaborative divorce coaches’ use of the websites, click HERE.

5. GALs’ and other evaluators’ use of the websites, click HERE.
We would be pleased to hear from you with any reviews or suggestions. 
II: Comprehensively Cooperative Systems of Family Law

Freedom 22 Foundation’s study and work have led to a conclusion that appreciable improvement in outcomes for families in crisis will require improvement in America’s family law systems.  To that end, it has developed and consulted widely on a plan for this improvement.  
More information on this plan and the helpful impact it is having in several jurisdictions is available at the article A Brief Introduction to a Cooperative System of Family Law (with a linked video) available on the “Professionals Corner” link of UpToParents.org.    

Professionals are also encouraged to download, complete, and even share with us the Survey of Family Law Systems also available on that “Professionals Corner.”  We are presently working on a new website where family professionals will be able to assess their family law systems and receive feedback on possible areas of progress. 
III: WhileWeHeal.org and NoDivorceToday.org in Marital Separation

Several authorities, including Dr. Robert E. Emery in Renegotiating Family Relationships, have written about the considerable number of parents in divorce cases who say that they do not wish to divorce.  While spouses resisting an inevitable divorce present important legal, counseling, and mediation challenges, we think it is also important to assist separated spouses (or spouses who are about to separate) interested in pursuing a safe reconciliation.  

Building on the work of Lee Raffel in Should I Stay or Go?: How Controlled Separation Can Save Your Marriage, we have created WhileWeHeal.org and NoDivorceToday.org to help spouses, especially those with children, to focus on making their separations as constructive as possible and doing no damage to any future wish to reconcile.  

These websites address a common problem in these cases, namely that most separations are not supported by the clear thinking and careful planning necessary to meet the needs of either children or parents.  These websites give parents the chance to see and address the array of typically overlooked separation tasks.  With this help, many spouses can find tin easier to collaborate in creating what we call a “No-Divorce-Today Separation Agreement,” something that can act as a foundation either to a successful reconciliation or to a more peaceful, cooperative, and child-focused divorce.      

While several progressive judges, attorneys, and co-parenting educators have become interested in this protocol, it can be of special interest to mediators and counselors wishing to develop a subspecialty in constructive separations and assistance to couples wishing to rethink divorce.

Interested professionals are encouraged to visit NoDivorceToday.org for a fuller understanding of these possibilities.   

IV:  Invitation for Collaboration
Our foundation has undertaken other projects, including writing, presenting, and sharing with other professionals about good co-parenting classes, conducting and instructing on family mediation, and consulting widely on the specifics of good family law systems. 

Judges, bench and bar associations, mediators, co-parenting educators, and others are invited to contact us to share ideas on implementing use of these resources and helpful changes in family law systems.  
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�Recognition for these website resources includes extensive enthusiastic �HYPERLINK "http://uptoparents.org/files/Docs/UserFeedbackAboutUpToParents.doc"��Parent Endorsements� as well as the ABA Dispute Resolution Section’s prestigious “Lawyer as Problem-Solver Award” and the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts’ “Irwin Cantor Innovative Program Award.”
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